	
	Alpha Mission Overview
October 2021

A-Roll
Duration: 3mins 19secs

Text intro:

ESA astronaut Thomas Pesquet from France began Alpha - his second mission to the International Space Station - on 23rd April 2021. Launched from Cape Canaveral in Florida, USA on the second operational flight of SpaceX Crew Dragon, he has now spent around six months in orbit on mission Alpha. In addition to science experiments, he has taken part in many operational procedures - including 4 spacewalks. On 4th October he became the fourth European International Space Station Crew Commander. 
This A&B Roll gives a summary of the Alpha Mission, which will end soon with Thomas Pesquet’s return to Earth. 
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	10:00:00
	Opening titles
	

	10:00:08
	GVs Thomas Pesquet onboard the ISS [credit: ESA/NASA] 
	ESA astronaut Thomas Pesquet from France has almost completed his second stay onboard the International Space Station.

Lasting six months, the Alpha mission brings Thomas’s total time in orbit to over a year -  more than that of any other European astronaut.

	10:00:26
	GVs Alpha Mission launch and docking, Cape Canaveral, Florida, USA, 23rd April 2021 [credit: ESA/NASA/SpaceX]


	The Alpha mission began in April 2021, when Thomas was launched from Cape Canaveral on the second operational flight of the SpaceX Crew Dragon. This made him the first European astronaut to launch from the USA in a decade. 

After 23 hours orbiting, the four astronauts caught up with the Space Station and docked to the Node-2 Harmony module. 

	10:00:53
	Thomas Pesquet enters the ISS, 24th April 2021 [credit: ESA/NASA]

GVs Thomas Pesquet performs science experiments onboard the ISS, 2021 [credit: ESA/NASA]
	Once onboard, Thomas began a multidisciplinary programme of over 200 science investigations - including 40 European studies.

Many of the experiments were held in the  European Columbus laboratory.

	10:01:07
	GVs Thomas Pesquet ISS exercise, 2021 [credit: ESA/NASA]
	Throughout the Alpha mission, Thomas has exercised for two hours every day - standard practise on a long-duration mission to prevent the loss of muscle and bone density. The knowledge gained in keeping astronauts fit has direct benefits for people suffering from bone or muscle diseases on Earth.

	10:01:26
	Thomas Pesquet supply vessel ops, 2021 [credit: ESA/NASA]

SpaceX Dragon approaches ISS, 2021 [credit: ESA/NASA]

Thomas Pesquet unloading science experiments from SpaceX Cargo Dragon, 2021 [credit: ESA/NASA]

Animation: The European Robotic Arm

[credit: ESA]
	Thomas has also played a significant role in maintenance operations, seeing several supply vessels come and go. These have included a SpaceX Cargo Dragon which brought new parts and scientific equipment to the Station and the Columbus laboratory… and the Russian Nauka module which arrived carrying the European Robotic Arm.

This has the ability to anchor to the station and move between fixed base points. It will complement the station’s other two arms - neither of which can reach the Russian segment.

	10:01:58
	GVs Thomas Pesquet and Shane Kimbrough EVA, June 2021 [credit: ESA/NASA]
	Building upon the spacewalk experience of his first mission, Thomas performed three spacewalks with NASA astronaut Shane Kimbrough to install new solar arrays.

They successfully added new panels to the existing solar arrays - which have been on the Station for over twenty years.    

	10:02:18
	GVs Thomas Pesquet and Aki Hoshide EVA, September 2021 [credit: ESA/NASA]
	A further spacewalk in September saw Thomas paired with JAXA astronaut Aki Hoshide - the first ever spacewalk without a Russian or American astronaut outside the station.

Over the course of seven hours, they installed a mount for future solar array installations.

	10:02:37
	GVs ISS change of command ceremony, October 4th 2021 [credit: ESA/NASA]
	On October 4th, Thomas Pesquet became the fourth European International Space Station Commander - taking over from Aki Hoshide. It’s a role he’ll hold until his return to Earth in November.

	10:02:52
	The ISS in orbit
[credit: ESA/NASA]
Earth from the ISS
[credit: ESA/NASA]
	As the Alpha mission comes to a close, Thomas will shortly welcome fellow ESA astronaut Matthias Maurer onboard the Station - marking the next phase of Europe’s continuing presence in orbit.    
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	End titles
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	10:03:19
	GVs Alpha Mission launch and docking, Cape Canaveral, Florida, USA, 23rd April 2021 [credit: ESA/NASA/SpaceX]

	10:07:59
	GVs Thomas Pesquet onboard the ISS, 2021 [credit: ESA/NASA]

	10:11:03
	GVs Thomas Pesquet performs science experiments onboard the ISS, 2021 [credit: ESA/NASA]

	10:14:05
	GVs Thomas Pesquet ISS exercise, 2021 [credit: ESA/NASA]

	10:14:45
	GVs Thomas Pesquet unloading science experiments from SpaceX Cargo Dragon, June 2021 [credit: ESA/NASA]

	10:15:45
	Animation: The European Robotic Arm [credit: ESA]

	10:17:36
	GVs Thomas Pesquet and Shane Kimbrough EVAs, June 2021 [credit: ESA/NASA]

	10:21:27
	GVs Thomas Pesquet and Aki Hoshide EVA, 12th September 2021 [credit: ESA/NASA]

	10:23:04
	GVs ISS change of command ceremony, 4th October 2021 [credit: ESA/NASA]

	10:23:37
	End titles

	10:23:48
	B-Roll ends

	
	


