Alphasat – new partnership in Sat Com (20.6.13)
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	10:00:10
	[Shots of whole satellite, with technicians giving a sense of its vast size]

This is Alphasat – weighing more than six and a half tonnes, this vast spacecraft is the most powerful commercial telecommunications satellite ever built in Europe. The mission is based on Alphabus – an innovative satellite platform.

Not only is Alphasat packed with new technology, it represents a new partnership between the European Space Agency and a European satellite operator.


	10:00:38
	Synch Magali Vaissiere, ESA Director of Telecommunications and Integrated Applications
It is the very first large scale public-private partnership, and indeed it means for the first time we have managed to gather within a single programme the interests of a public agency – ESA – with the interests of a commercial operator Inmarsat. 


	10:01:01
	[GVs – Astrium stockshots – closer shots than before]
This public-private partnership benefits both ESA and Inmarsat. The Alphasat mission allows the Agency to test new platform and payload technology, and the operator to extend and improve its global communications network. 

But there are other key partners as well – the Alphabus platform at the heart of this satellite, was developed by a consortium of Astrium and Thales Alenia Space under contract to ESA and the French space agency, CNES.



	10:01:31
	Synch Rupert Pearce, CEO Inmarsat
The Alphasat programme would not have happened without the visionary leadership of ESA, it began even before we became involved because this Alphasat satellite is deploying for the first time the Alphabus, the framework on which the payload is strapped. That Alphabus was a visionary partnership between ESA, CNES, Astrium and Thales, which led to this programme. 


	10:01:55
	[MARECS archive images – establishing shots – end on satellite and mix to Alphasat]
Inmarsat has its origins in Marecs - the Maritime European Communication satellite - a 1980s programme conceived and operated by ESA to provide vital contact for ships at sea. This ended up forming the basis of Inmarsat’s global mobile communications network. 

ESA helped sow the seeds for today’s satellite communications activities and ESA’s approach should continue to allow European Industry to remain competitive in the future.


	10:02:37
	Synch Magali Vaissiere, ESA Director of Telecommunications and Integrated Applications
We want to keep on developing public-private partnerships because it allows us to still develop very innovative technologies and innovative solutions. But at the same time making sure that it will be used on an operational basis over the whole lifetime of satellites. This is a combination that is totally unique that we can only find within this type of partnership. 


	10:03:06
	[GVs solar panels]

Alphasat is a win-win situation, with interests and risks being shared between the public and private sectors. It’s a project that would not have existed without this partnership. 
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