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	(GVs Parmitano at Star City, near Moscow, Russia, November 2012)

European astronaut Luca Parmitano is about to undergo a six-month stay on the International Space Station. It'll be the first journey into orbit for the Italian, who was selected for ESA's astronaut corps in May 2009.

(mission patch / crew profile animation; GVs Fyodor Yurchikhin and Parmitano at Star City, near Moscow, Russia, November 2012 )

The mission is named 'Volare', which means 'to fly' in Italian. Parmitano will be launched with Russian cosmonaut Fyodor Yurchikhin – who'll be commander of the Soyuz launch vehicle – and NASA's Karen Nyberg.

(GVs Karen Nyberg and Parmitano at Johnson Space Centre, Houston, USA, September 2012 )

Both she and Parmitano will be acting as flight engineers. They'll be responsible for general maintenance of the station  - including emergency repairs.

Soundbite – Luca Parmitano, ESA Astronaut:

(Underlay GVs Luca Parmitano at Johnson Space Centre, Houston, USA, September 2012 )

“Just like it happens on Earth, something can break and then you have to go ahead and fix it and try to understand how it broke and where it broke – of course you always have the support of the ground, they can help you, but a good understanding of the procedures and a good understanding of what you have on the station really helps, and that all comes from training.”

(GVs Parmitano FASES training at European Astronaut Centre, Cologne, Germany, February 2013; GVs Parmitano ATV-4 training at the European Astronaut Centre, Cologne, Germany, June 2012)

During the mission, Parmitano will carry out an intensive programme of experiments. He'll also be overseeing the docking of  ESA's fourth ATV supply and reboost vessel.

(GVs NASA's Neutral Buoyancy Lab, Johnson Space Centre, Houston, USA , September 2012; GVs Parmitano NBL training at Johnson Space Centre, Houston, USA, March 2013)

In addition, he'll be making two spacewalks – or EVAs – which he trained for underwater in NASA's Neutral Buoyancy Lab.

Soundbite – Luca Parmitano, ESA Astronaut:

(Underlay GVs Parmitano NBL training at Johnson Space Centre, Houston, USA, March 2013)

“During the EVA we will preform several different tasks. One of the main ones is certainly prepare the station for the arrival of the Russian module MLM, which will obviously increase the performance of the station. We will perform some maintenance to prolong the life of the station, and also we will recover some experiments that are right now outside and we will bring them inside so that they can be brought back to Earth.”

GVs Parmitano fitness training at Star City, near Moscow, Russia, November 2012; the ISS in orbit)

Parmitano will remain in orbit for six months – the fifth long-duration stay for an ESA astronaut. Preparation for the physical and psychological demands has been essential – including talking with colleagues who've returned from space.

Soundbite – Luca Parmitano, ESA Astronaut:

(Underlay ISS flythrough)

“My understanding is that it feels like a long time to get to the station, and once you are on the station it feels like you never have enough time to do everything that you want to do. And six months go by really quickly, it's a wonderful experience; I never heard anybody say that they were bored or that the time seemed too long.”

(GVs Volare crew members press conference; GVs ISS training control centre and Parmitano in training module at Star City, near Moscow, Russia, November 2012)

As the first assignment for a new generation of European astronauts, the Volare mission will validate ESA's latest training programme – and continue its work onboard the International Space Station.

                                   End of A-roll

B roll

Soundbites: Luca Parmitano, ESA astronaut at European Astronaut Centre, Cologne, Germany, March 2013 [English / Italian ] 

Soundbites: Luca Parmitano, ESA astronaut at Johnson Space Centre, Houston, USA, September 2012 [English / Italian / French] 

Soundbites: Luca Parmitano, ESA astronaut at Star City, near Moscow, Russia, November 2012 [English / Italian / French]

GVs ESA astronaut Luca Parmitano and Russian cosmonaut Fyodor Yurchikhin ATV-4 training at the European Astronaut Centre, Cologne, Germany, June 2012

GVs ESA astronaut Luca Parmitano FASES training at the European Astronaut Centre, Cologne, Germany, February 2013

GVs ESA astronaut Luca Parmitano, Russian cosmonaut Fyodor Yurchikhin and NASA astronaut Karen Nyberg prepare for Soyuz training at Star City near Moscow, Russia, November 2012

GVs ESA astronaut Luca Parmitano, Russian cosmonaut Fyodor Yurchikhin and NASA astronaut Karen Nyberg training at Johnson Space Centre, Houston, USA, September 2012

GVs ESA astronaut Luca Parmitano training in the Neutral Buoyancy Lab at Johnson Space Centre, Houston, USA, March 2013

                                     End of B roll

	
	


