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	Voiceover script
(Exterior/interior GVs of the ISS in orbit [NASA])
The International Space Station is now well into its utilisation phase – with its onboard crew devoting most of their time to experiments, operations and maintenance.
(GVs Russian EVA, April 19th 2013 [NASA]; Animation: ATV docking to the ISS)
Astronauts have recently performed a number of procedures outside the ISS. On April 19th, Russian cosmonauts replaced the laser radar reflector – a docking target which will be crucial when ESA's fourth, and penultimate, Automated Transfer Vehicle attaches itself in June. 

(GVs Luca Parmitano at Star City, near Moscow, Russia, November 2012)
Overseeing the docking of this supply vehicle will be the new European astronaut Luca Parmitano. He's about to be launched to the station in a Russian Soyuz capsule – but instead of the usual two days, his journey will take just six hours.

Soundbite – Bernardo Patti, Manager of International Space Station Operations, ESA:
“The so-called direct docking that requires only the astronaut being six hours before docking to the ISS has been designed to provide more flexibility to the astronauts that in the past were constrained by the 48 hours waiting time. Now with this new capability the astronaut can join the station much earlier, be useful to the programme much earlier, and in addition to that this capability can be also applied for future exploration missions.”
(GVs Luca Parmitano FASES training at the European Astronaut Centre, Cologne, Germany, June 2012; GVs astronauts perform EVA)
For six months in orbit, Parmitano will be acting as both scientist and engineer – and has been assigned two spacewalks, known as EVAs.
Soundbite – Bernardo Patti, Manager of International Space Station Operations, ESA:
(underlay: Graphic: the MLM [NASA])
“What is Luca doing to perform during those space tasks? Essentially two types of activities – the outfitting of some equipment on the US segment, by installing jumper hoses that are connecting radiators to the main loop of the station. In addition to that, he will prepare outfitting the necessary equipment in order to welcome the Russian module, the so-called MLM, that is the laboratory that is going to be launched by the end of the year 2013.”
(GVs ESA astronaut André Kuipers performs Dragon docking operations, May 2012; GVs test launch of the Antares launcher from Virginia, USA, April 21st 2013 [NASA]) 
Parmitano's mission also coincides with the establishment of commercial supply programmes to the ISS. American company SpaceX is scheduled to launch its third Dragon freighter in November, whilst another US manufacturer – Orbital Sciences – has just qualified its Antares launcher and will perform an in-orbit docking test of its Cygnus space freighter this summer. 
(GVs ESA astronaut Paolo Nespoli performs HTV-2 berthing operations, February 2011)
The crew will also receive the fourth Japanese HTV supply module, which, like Dragon and Cygnus, will be grabbed manually using the robotic CanadaArm2 and attached to the US segment of the station.
(Exterior/interior GVs  of the ISS in orbit [NASA])
Now in its twelfth year of continuous habitation, the ISS will be funded by its partners until at least 2020. As the largest man-made structure in space, it's an emblem of international cooperation – and a crucial stepping stone in the exploration of our solar system.
                                       End of A-roll

B roll

Soundbites: Bernardo Patti, Manager of International Space Station Operations, ESA [English ] 
Soundbites: Bernardo Patti, Manager of International Space Station Operations, ESA [Italian] 

GVs the ISS in orbit [NASA]

Animation: ESA's Automated Transfer Vehicle docking to the International Space Station

GVs ESA astronaut Luca Parmitano Soyuz training at Star City, near Moscow, Russia, November 2012

GVs ESA astronaut Luca Parmitano FASES training at the European Astronaut Centre, Cologne, Germany, June 2012
GVs ESA astronaut André Kuipers performs SpaceX Dragon docking operations, May 2012
GVs test launch of the Orbital Sciences Antares launcher from Virginia, USA, April 21st 2013 [NASA]
GVs ESA astronaut Paolo Nespoli performs HTV-2 berthing operations, February 2011
                                             End of B roll

	
	


